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This morning we continue in a new series that we are calling, O Church, Arise.  After something 

of an abnormal year, to say the least, we are seeking renewal in God’s vision for the local church 

in all of its health and strength and vigor. 

 

This morning’s message is titled, Let’s Grow to Maturity.  As we gather in the Name of Jesus, 

we do so in the midst of all the joys and the sorrows of life.  We gather together knowing that 

there are tremendous blessings and very difficult and painful battles that we all face on a daily 

and weekly basis. 

 

In the midst of all of the things that we do face in this world, let us be reminded that there is 

good news.  There is very good news in Christ Jesus our Lord!  The book of Ephesians is all 

about that good news.   

 

So let’s be reminded of some of the core truths of this wonderful book that in Christ, as we 

approach Him by God’s grace through faith, we who were dead in our transgressions and sins 

have been raised up in newness of life; that we have been cleansed of sin; that we have been 

forgiven, and that we have been clothed in the very righteousness of Jesus Christ, who lived a 

life to perfection as a gift for us, His people. 

 

There is good news in Christ Jesus.  He is the One who has called us into this salvation.  As He 

calls us to salvation, He is also joining us to others who have come this same faith.  We are 

joined together in the Messiah and together, He is causing us to grow in the likeness of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

By God’s grace, He is at work that we will rise up in spiritual maturity, maturity of character and 

grace and truth and love.  This is the Lord’s work among us.  It is good!  Not only does this work 

of God that causes His people to grow bring glory to His Great Name, but it helps us to remain 

steady and steadfast in the midst of the complexities and the difficulties and the whirlwinds that 

are going all around us in this world that we live in. 

 

We praise God that He is causing us to grow.  As we get right smack dab into the middle of the 

portion of Scripture we are in this morning, we are going to be reminded of some of the spiritual 

dangers that are around us at all times. 

 

To help us to understand the perils that are around us, the Apostle Paul used language that 

resonated with me as a life-long surfing enthusiast.  I have had tastes of the power of the Pacific 

Ocean from time to time. 
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Maybe you recognize some of the power that is found in the ocean as well.  This imagery is used 

in this portion of Scripture to help us to be perceptive of what is going on in this world as the 

Lord is helping and leading us in growth as a mature body in Christ. 

 

As we dig in we will pick up where we left off in Ephesians Chapter 4.  Christ had ascended.  

After His crucifixion and resurrection, Paul pictured Him as ascended up on high; lifted up above 

the heavens so that His very presence fills the entire universe.   

 

In this exalted, ever-present condition, Christ is giving gifts to His people to help them to be 

strong and steady in the midst of the dangers.  Let’s read about it in Ephesians Chapter 4, starting 

in Verse 10: 

 
10

He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he 

might fill all things.  
11

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 

shepherds and teachers, 
12

to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building 

up the body of Christ, 
13

until we all attain to the unity of the faith and the 

knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of 

the fullness of Christ, 
14

so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by 

the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by 

craftiness in deceitful schemes.  
15

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow 

up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 
16

from whom the whole body, 

joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is 

working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 

 

Here we have the vision given to us of the spiritual growth of the local church.  Am I the only 

one who has noticed that Paul used the language of storm surf to help us to understand the need 

for us to grow in the Lord? 

 

I read this and was taken back to July of 1993.  I was just weeks away from turning twenty.  That 

was when a bunch of buddies and I, we took our first of two surfing trips down to Costa Rica.  I 

remember one time we were surfing at a place called Little Hawaii.   I remember that the water 

was really, really warm.  That was nice.  The waves were really big from my vantage point as a 

Southern California surfer.  Not only were the waves big in terms of height, but also in volume.  

There was lots and lots of water moving and heaving at that surfing spot. 

 

I was out in the water with my buddies and I will be honest with you, my heart was kind of 

racing.  Eventually I was going to have to paddle into one of those waves.  Finally that moment 

came, and a roller came rolling in and I was positioned for it.  I knew that if I didn’t take off on 

it, I would be the object of mockery and scorn. So I turned around and paddled into the first 

wave I caught at that spot, and do you want to know what happened?  I went over the falls and I 

wiped out.  About fifty to seventy feet from where the waves were breaking, there was a 

cropping of rocks.  Some of the rocks were visible, but many of them were submerged. 
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So I really needed to make the drop, but I paddled into that wave and did not make the drop.  I 

got pummeled.  I was getting tossed about.  I came up from the water and looked at my situation 

and saw a set of waves coming with the rocks behind me.  The waves were coming crashing in 

and do you want to know what I did next?  I started crying like a baby!  Help!  Help!  Somebody 

help!  Tow me!  Tow me!  Help!  

 

Nah!  Just kidding.  That is not what I did.  I actually got my twenty-year-old body back on my 

surfboard and turned on the motor and started paddling and paddling and paddling.  Then here 

came the first big whitewater roller, so I did a Duck Dive and went as far down as I could.  I got 

myself back out in the lineup and then I caught a bunch of waves!  I ended up having a very 

memorable surfing experience. 

 

I don’t want to talk about what might happen now in my forty-seven-year-old body, but back 

then I was conditioned for it.  I was surfing all of the time, having been surfing for over a decade 

multiple times a week.  I was in condition and ready for that experience. 

 

Now here in this portion of Scripture, we are told of our need for growth and maturity as the 

body of Christ.  We are told that we need this kind of growth and strength and maturity to be 

activated because there are dangers that lurk in this world that we live in. 

 

If we are not rising up with the strength and maturity that Christ provides, we are going to get 

tossed all over the place!  Is that not the imagery that is presented here for us in this text?  My 

surfing illustration only goes so far because in the midst of a great many of the perplexities that I 

face in this life, I am crying out to the Lord.  I see men like King David, a warrior, in the way 

that he cried out to the Lord.  Yes, we cry out to God in the midst of the things that we face.   

 

Yet, here we see that by His grace He helps us to grow so that we can navigate and be steady in 

the midst of the world view whirlwind that is going on all around us with different ideas and 

convictions being pressed upon everybody and the church of God as well, so that we are not just 

going all over the place like an infant; like a toddler being tossed around in the waves. 

 

As followers of Jesus we need to be pursuing and moving along with what Christ is doing in our 

midst.  We have to have this desire.  Jesus prompts this within us and we need to be submitting 

to and going with everything that Christ wills for us.   

 

How is this growth to occur?  There are many facets of it throughout the pages of Scripture.  But 

here in Ephesians Chapter 4, this is one of several places where the body metaphor is given to us 

in the pages of the New Testament. 

 

This body metaphor teaches us about the diversity of gifts and abilities that God causes to be 

working among each local church.  So just like a human body has all kinds of different parts, and 

those different parts don’t have the same function but each different part adds to the unity of it all 

doing their part.  You have arms, hands, a torso, lets, and feet.  You have eyes and ears.   
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So the local church consists of different parts that God is gifting for the good of the church.  In 

the church God empowers some to be leaders who call the church to action.  Some to be 

administrators who coordinate the efforts.  Some to be rich with mercy to care for the hurting.   

Some with service oriented gifts.  Some with generosity gifts. 

 

There are all kinds of different gifts for the growth and the building up of the body but here in 

this portion of Scripture, Paul focused his attention on something that comes to the forefront.  It 

is an activity that each one of us is to be engaged in, whatever our spiritual gifts might be. 

 

Every last one of us who is being called and empowered by God are to do something that is 

crucial and central to our growth and maturing as a local body of Christ.  What is it that we are 

all called to do?  The answer is right in the middle of this portion of Scripture:  

 
15

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is 

the head, into Christ 

 

Brothers and sisters, this is the ministry of the many.  All of us are to be characterized with this 

toward one another: we are to be men and women, boys and girls, speaking the truth in love.  

Speaking Gospel doctrine and teaching to one another to help us grow in the Lord. 

 

Speaking the truth in love is an interesting phrase that is used.  In Verse 15, the whole body is 

portrayed as doing this.  What we see is that there is an interesting Greek phrase that is used 

here.  It takes the Greek word for truth—alitheia—which is a noun, and then it takes that noun 

and puts it into verb form. 

 

So the literal rendering of this is that we are all to be truthing in love.  This can mean a few 

different things.  I think it is best to understand it in a comprehensive way.  There are three 

aspects of truthing in love that I think we can take to heart. 

 

The third one I think is paramount and we will focus on it.  This ministry of truthing in love is a 

matter that we are to be truthful and we are to be true and we are to speak the truth.  I think each 

one of these is at work.  We can see it in the context of the things that Paul has said. 

 

Each one is subtly different from the other.  We are to be truthful people. 

 

1. Be truthful 

 

There is this straightforwardness and honesty that is going to characterize us as we are being 

carried along by the power of the Holy Spirit.  This honesty and straightforwardness is going to 

be in distinction from the cunning and the deceit that we read about as far as people in the world 

pressing certain beliefs. 

 

We are not to practice that kind of cunning deceit.  We are to be truthful people.  In addition to 

that, we are to: 
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2. Be true 

 

This is a matter of us living with one another as one body in view of the covenant that we are 

joined together with in Christ.  We are to be faithful to one another.   

 

Often this faithfulness and endurance with one another requires much patience and gentleness 

and humility, such qualities that we talked about last week.  How have you been doing with your 

gentleness and your forbearance this week?  We need to be true to one another, which means that 

we continue with the faithfulness toward one another that the Lord is prompting in us as we live 

together as one body in Christ.   

 

Then there is the aspect of: 

 

3. Speaking the truth 

 

Paul would often speak of the truth that is in Christ Jesus.  This is talking about Gospel doctrine.  

We are talking about good news doctrine about who Christ is and all that He has done to save us, 

His church, and all that He is doing to help us grow.  We are to speak the truth in love toward 

one another.   

 

What this means is that we are to build each other up in all of the doctrines that was provided by 

the apostles and the prophets in a foundational way.  We read about them in Verse 11 and also 

back in Chapter 2 and Verses 18 through 20, when we talked about the church being built upon 

the foundation of the apostles and the prophets.  Carried by the Spirit, they were forming the 

doctrine that is preserved for us in the pages of the New Testament.   

 

So we are to be discussing and speaking to one another about the doctrine provided by the 

apostles and the prophets as the Spirit carried them.  We are to engage one another with the truth 

and the good news that is spread abroad by the evangelists, that we recognize as missionaries 

bringing Christ to new places.  We are to discuss these things that are being taught and clarified 

by pastors-teachers, and teacher-shepherds, as also laid for us in Verse 11.   

 

If we want to have a sense of what Paul was getting at in this text so that we can grow together in 

the ways of Jesus Christ, I think that a very good parallel verse that has explanatory power for 

what is here is a beautiful and wonderful verse.  Colossians 3:16 says to the church: 

 
16

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another 

in all wisdom 

 

This is body life discipleship.  It starts with Christ.  He gave it to the apostles and the prophets.  

Moving forward with the pastor-teachers, going amidst all of the body of Christ who are digging 

into the Word seeking clarity from the Lord that they might build each other up in the truths of 

the Lord. 
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This is the vision that is presented to us here.  We are all to be pursuing this that we might grow 

and have maturity in the midst of the whirlwinds of thinking that are being asserted upon us in 

the world that we live in.  We need to rise up in maturity in this way as we respond to what God 

wants to do in us.   

 

Let me give you a couple of reasons why we need to be pursuing this together.  Once again, what 

we are talking about is each person—the ministry of the many—the person sitting in your seat.  

Every Christian needs to be seeking clarity of the teaching of the Bible not only for their own 

understanding, but in order to explain it to others as well.  That is the vision here. 

 

Why do we seek such clarity and why do we take these kinds of efforts in the Word of God?   

There are many reasons that we can draw out of this passage of Scripture, but I want to draw 

your attention to the two so that clauses that are here in this text.   

 

This is the way to maturity in the truths of God and we need that maturity so that a couple of 

things will be realities among us here even at Bethel Grace.  Do you see those two so that’s in 

what we just read?  One is in Verse 14 at the very beginning.  The other is toward the end of 

Verse 16. 

 

There are two so that clauses that help us to know the rationale of why we would be pursuing 

this level of growing in the teaching of the content of Scripture together.  Why should we be 

speaking the truth in love toward one another?  The first is: 

 

1. So that we will remain steady amidst the confusion (4:11-14) 

 

So that we will remain steady in the Lord amidst the confusion that we live in in this world.  So 

that we will have strength and calm in the midst of all of the crashing and contesting world views 

that we are living in the middle of; that are happening all around us. 

 

This kind of speaking the truth in love puts ballast in the boat.  It helps us to stay steady in the 

midst of it all.  Let’s look again at how Paul put it in Verse 14.  Why pursue maturity in Christ in 

this way: 

 
14

so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried 

about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 

schemes. 

 

That is why!  So that there will be some substance in the ship, so that the ship does not get taken 

off the surface and blown over.  Paul was probably not thinking about a surfing illustration back 

in his day.  He was probably thinking about some of the shipwrecks that he experienced as the 

winds were tossing things around. 

 

This verse is so descriptive of the age that we are living in.  There are so many different 

worldviews that are being pressed upon us.  There are so many different teachings that people 

are asserting with authority, and there is the danger of being tossed to and fro by every wind of 

doctrine, this verse says. 
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The language of doctrine speaks of highly developed systems of thought that are pressed upon 

people with authority; that are asserted on people.  The world is filled with them.  These winds of 

doctrine, they can be coming at you and me from all directions, and they are! 

 

There are so many false doctrines that we need to be aware of and that we need to be prepared 

for and that we need to be steady in the midst of.  What are some of these winds of doctrines that 

are blowing with some ferocity in our day? 

 

First, we might think of the distorted versions of biblical doctrine that are advanced by groups 

that we identify as cults.  We think of the Mormons with the Book of Mormon and their doctrine 

and covenants, with all their theological teachings.   

 

We can think of the Jehovah Witnesses, who are very, very much active and who are advancing 

their beliefs and we need to be ready for them by studying the teaching of the Bible.  In addition 

to that you have winds of Islamic doctrine that are on the rise.  This is a reality too.   

 

I remember being a student at Long Beach State and on campus there were some young men 

who were very, very well dressed.  They were in the square passing out literature that was 

advancing Islamic doctrine. 

 

I was engaging with one of those young men.  He was trying to give me his literature, and I said, 

I’m a Christian.  I follow Jesus.  I read Scripture.  I was giving some testimony about being 

saved and born again. 

 

This young man came back at me and said, We have a higher view of Jesus than you do.  We 

honor Jesus more than you.  You believe in a crucified Messiah.  The prophet Jesus was not 

crucified.  He was raised up to Heaven.  We have a higher view of Jesus than you do. 

 

Hallelujah, at that point in time I was steady enough in the teachings of the New Testament that 

were in my head and heart by the goodness and the grace of God that I was not rattled but came 

back and gave some Gospel witness, saying, No!  Jesus is glorified in His crucifixion.  That is 

where He conquered sin so that sinners can be saved.  I came back with Gospel! 

 

We need to be grounded in the Gospel and we are grounded in the Gospel not simply by forty-

five minutes on Sunday morning.  Brothers and sisters, we need to be digging in and reading and 

talking about the things of the Lord together.  Namely, we need to be truthing in love with one 

another.  Building each other up.  This is how the church rises up in maturity.   

 

There are more winds of doctrine that blow all around us in this world.  There are all the streams 

of New Age Spirituality, many of them finding themselves not in the new age spiritism section 

of the bookstore, but in the self help section.  Teaching comes that says the universe is active and 

if you desire that which you desire with enough desire, the universe is going to channel and be in 

support of your desire.  You are going to be able to manifest what you desire. 
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I think this has even tainted the teaching of churches that call themselves Christian.  Prosperity 

Gospel says that if you have enough faith, God is going to make you healthy and wealthy.  This 

is all over the television and internet airways.   

 

Therefore, we need to be careful and aware.  We need to be steadied in the teachings of the New 

Testament and all that it teaches about what Christ has done for us and what He continues to do 

for us.   

 

Perhaps the most ominous doctrine of the day affecting pretty much all organizations everywhere 

including many churches is the doctrine of the LGBTQ plus moral revolution.  This is prominent 

and everywhere.  I think that there are a lot of believers that are being rattled by it.   

 

This doctrines holds that gender identity and sexual intimacy and relationships, including marital 

relationships, are all governed by the internal desires and longings and yearnings that a person 

may have.  All of those internal longings and yearnings and desires are to be viewed equally 

valid and healthy. 

 

So there may be a man who has desires for another man and there may be a women who has 

desires for another women and those desires are to be thought of as equally healthy and pleasing 

in the sight of God as the desires and the union that occurs between a man and a woman; a 

husband and a wife. 

 

According to the doctrine of the day, these different relationships that are brought about by 

internal impulses say that not only are we to have tolerance toward them, but we are to recognize 

and celebrate them.  That is the reality.  That is around us everywhere. 

 

Here is the thing: all of the movement of thought and related thinking in this direction is going 

the opposite direction of where the Scripture leads us and in what the Scripture is teaching us 

about desires and the sexual and romantic and marital intimacy that God had designed. 

 

The Scripture teaches us that we are fallen in sin.  Every last one of us.  The Scripture teaches 

that every last one of us are created in the image of God with incredible worth and dignity in His 

sight, but we as a human race are fallen in sin.  Within us each, there is a darkness.   

 

And the Scripture warns us that our desires are not to be trusted; that our desires are suspect, 

even that our desires are deceitful and they all need to be brought under the authority of the 

Word of God, which teaches us that Jesus has the power and the ability to transform us from the 

inside out. 

 

Don’t be driven by your desires.  It says in Scripture that there is a way that seems pleasing and 

reasonable to a man but in the end, it leads to destruction.  (Proverbs 14:12)  In the next 

paragraph of Ephesians Chapter 4, Paul asked the church, How have you been taught in Christ 

Jesus? 
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21
assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in 

Jesus, 
22

to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is 

corrupt through deceitful desires, 
23

and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 
24

and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness 

and holiness. 

 

Old self, deceitful inward longings that are experienced in a whole array of areas.  New self, 

created in the image, holiness, and the likeness of God.  This is the teaching of Scripture, 

brothers and sisters. 

 

Here is the truth from beginning to end:  Right there in Genesis Chapter 2 where marriage is 

created all the way through its glorious depiction in the pages of the New Testament, where it is 

put forth and an image of the relationship between Christ and His church.  We are taught in 

Scripture that marriage in God’s sight is always one husband and one wife in a covenant of 

marriage through life.  That is what the Scripture teaches.   

 

And we are living in an age where that doctrine is set aside and other doctrines are having the 

day.  In the midst of all of this, the church needs to rise up and remain steadfast by the grace of 

God and by the power of the Holy Spirit in the teaching that Scripture gives to us.   

 

This text talks about human cunning and craftiness in deceitful schemes.  The serpent is every bit 

as active in our day as he was in Genesis Chapter 2.  Casting doubt upon the ways and the Word 

of the Living God. 

 

In Christ we rise and we mature as we keep our eyes in the Word and we submit to what is there, 

knowing that this is the path of blessings and this is what God is doing in us and this is what we 

are called to be.  We are here as a refuge of grace and truth in a dark and fallen world. 

 

So what of the man or the woman who has these internal desires that go toward people of the 

same gender?  We love them!  We love them, brothers and sisters, and we speak truth in love 

that this is what God has designed.   

 

When such a precious man or woman is being carried by the power of the Holy Spirit, they are 

going to have these desires to live according to what God defines in the pages of the Bible.  They 

are going to seek such sanctification and they are going to need help and support first from the 

Spirit of God and the Scripture, and also from the people of God.  Where will they find it if all of 

the churches in this world are succumbing to the doctrine of the age?  

 

So we must be steadfast even with this wind of doctrine blowing like crazy all around us, so that 

such men and women, carried by the Spirit of God, can find help and sanctification somewhere.  

This is what the local church is to offer, even if we are getting bruised and bloodied by the world 

around us for holding such a stance as gender in marriage.   
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When Scripture talks about human cunning and deceitful schemes, one of the most powerful 

forces is rhetoric—the use of words.  O my goodness, how this has been used so, so powerfully.  

We are going into something that is called Pride Month and all month long what is going to be 

sounded forth is love wins and love is love. 

 

Meanwhile, if you are a person who believes that God has a design that is pleasing to Him and 

that Scripture teaches that marriage and all sexual activity is to be within marriage between on 

husband and one wife, according to the rhetoric of the day, you are going to be declared to be 

homophobic.   

 

So you are then the one who has the flaw in your thinking that needs to be corrected.  When the 

fact of the matter is, perfect love drives out all fear.  There is actually affection and concern in 

our hearts for the people that are walking in homosexual living.  We remember that Jesus is 

empowering us to go against the grain of society that we might be a refuge for all of those that 

are being called into this glorious salvation and seeking support in sanctification. 

 

Why should we speak the truth in love?  So that we remain steady in the midst of the confusion 

of this world that we are living in.  We are just at the tip of the iceberg right now, brothers and 

sisters.   

 

Why do we speak the truth in love: 

 

2. So that we will grow in Christlike character (4:15-16) 

 

I wonder if you have noticed just the essence of this Christlikeness that Paul drew our attention 

to in this portion of Scripture.  Verse 15: 

 
15

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is 

the head, into Christ, 
16

from whom the whole body, joined and held together by 

every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes 

the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 

 

Here Paul repeatedly emphasized the love that is going to grow in those who are being sanctified 

by the work of the Spirit through the Word of God. 

 

As I think about Paul penning this, it is so helpful to constantly be reminded of the man that the 

Spirit was using to talk about such love over and over and over again.  This was Saul of Tarsus.  

Saul of Tarsus was converted and became known as Paul. 

 

Saul called himself a Pharisee of Pharisees; a separatist of separatists.  This was a man who had 

distain for the Gentile world.  He was saved by the grace of Jesus Christ.  Then he was called and 

commissioned and sent to the be the Apostle to the Gentiles. 
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Paul’s heart filled with such the love for Jesus Christ.  This was the man that God used to write 

the love chapter in the pages of Scripture.  And we see the transformation that the Lord worked 

in Paul’s heart, and it is such a beautiful, beautiful thing to see.  As we speak truth, we do so in 

the love of the Lord Jesus Christ with a tender concern for people who like us, have been gripped 

in the power of sin.  There must be love.   

 

The Ephesian people would have known a lot about a form of love called Eros.  That is the love 

of desire.  That is the kind of love that says, I like how you make me feel.  I want you for myself 

because I get pleasure and it feels fantastic when you are around me.  That is Eros. 

 

They would have known something about Phileo.  Phileo is the brotherly love.  It is the love of 

camaraderie.  There is a warmth about that camaraderie.  At the heart of brotherly love is you do 

me good, and I will do you good.  Let’s enter into fraternity together.  I’ve got your back.  

You’ve got my back  This is a partnership that will really do us well.  That is something of an 

understanding of Phileo love. 

 

What Paul was experiencing and what Paul was seeking to cultivate in the body of Christ by the 

movement of the Spirit among the churches was another kind of love called Agape love.  Agape 

love says, Regardless of how you make me feel and regardless of whether you reciprocate, I am 

going to serve you in the Name of Jesus for your good.  I’m going to speak the truth in love. 

 

This is Agape love and this is the kind of love that is to be cultivated in us.  How we need the 

Holy Spirit to produce this, because this is not natural to any of us.  Left to ourselves, we are 

self-interested doing what is good for us.   

 

By the work of the Holy Spirit, as the Word of God is dwelling and living within us, our hearts 

are more and more going to be turned so that we loving others in the Name of Jesus.  Brothers 

and sisters, this is His work among us.  It is something that He carries us in as we are in His 

Word and in the power of His Spirit. 

 

As we seek to grow in pure doctrinal knowledge, we have got to beware because knowledge can 

puff up, while love builds up.  So we submit ourselves to the work of the Spirit in these things.  I 

pray that together we can grow in the ways of the Lord because it is a crazy world out there. 

 

It is a whirlwind out there.  So let us go back to what we talked about last week.  In view of all of 

the winds of cunning and doctrines that are blowing everywhere around us, let us seek the unity 

of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  Let’s bear with each other.  Let’s practice gentleness toward 

one another.   

 

Let’s be humble, because here we want to be a place where we are built up and not having our 

energy taken out.  This is the work of the Holy Spirit in our midst.  With that, I am going to ask 

that the Lord would build us up in these ways; that He would be active; that He would be giving 

us the desires to do what He has spoken to us about in His Word. 

 

Will you join me in a word of prayer? 

 


